one who has visited, and will continue to visit, many health centres in Britain, I can assert that, despite some unfortunate errors in design, the bringing to bear on every individual patient's problems of the whole range of caring professions and their relevant technologies holds better promise of making and keeping people well than does the traditional, fragmented, isolated system we have known until recently. I challenge Dr. Birdwood to produce evidence-real evidence-that the health centre concept reduces the personal element in care.
Any institution which tries to provide leadership, especially in the educational field, must expect to be criticized, and a good institution should welcome wellreasoned constructive criticism. To Unnecessary X-rays? SIR,-As diagnostic radiologists we would like to support the views put by Dr. R. M. Scott on the necessity for "routine" radiographic examination of patients who have been involved in an accident (13 December, p. 689). While no one would dispute that the responsibility lies with the clinician it is also obvious that a very large number of x-ray examinations are requested for purely medico-legal reasons, particularly by the young and relatively inexperienced casualty officer to "cover" himself.
We do not criticize this attitude, but it is perhaps time that the legal aspects be examined by the medical profession, and that some eminent medical authority might take a stand against the present tendency to regard non-use of x-rays as almost amounting to malpractice. This is perhaps
